
From the Desk of Dr. Jerry Jordan 
Super intendent  o f Schoo ls  

Once again, we are off to a great start in District 150.  Join me in welcoming new 

families and staff to our district.  New staff this year:  Jerome Ferrell, Principal at 

McKinley Elementary and Junior High Schools; Carla Cunningham, 2nd grade teacher,       

Greenwood; Ashley Dacio, 3rd grade teacher, Greenwood;  Rebecca Gannusico, 1st grade     

teacher, Greenwood; Lisa Pringle, Pre-K teacher, Greenwood;  Michael Spesia, physical        

education teacher, McKinley; Deanna Staley, 7th grade science teacher, McKinley; Erica Sims, 

5th grade teacher, McKinley; Meagan Vinson, 5th grade teacher, McKinley; and the reassignment 

of Ayanna Perkins to Dean of Students at Greenwood.  In addition, we welcome Candice       

Williams-Smith and Malaia Garlington, Social Worker Interns from Chicago State University. 
 

Congratulations to Anitra Cooper, resource teacher, Greenwood; Merielen Perrone, 7th grade 

science teacher, McKinley; Jane Koessler, 3rd grade teacher, Greenwood; and David Schmidt,    

1st grade teacher, Greenwood on their retirement from South Holland District 150.  We thank 

them for their many years of dedicated service to our students and families. 
 

Technology 
This past summer, we added a Mac lab at McKinley Junior High.  In addition, we purchased 
iPads and Chromebooks for student use at both schools.  We are partnering with Apple  
Corporation who will provide professional development with using technology to enhance  
teaching and learning. 
 

PARCC 
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers, better known as the PARCC 

state-wide assessment for elementary and high schools in Illinois, has posted preliminary results 

of student performance from the assessment administered last year.  Overall, the students across 

the state did not perform well on the language arts and mathematics exams.  Among third – 

eighth graders, 33% - 38% met and/or exceeded in language arts.  In math, 27% -36% third – 

eighth grade students met and/or exceeded. 
 

Dr. Tony Smith, Illinois State Superintendent, stressed that the new exams for language arts  

and math represent a new baseline that schools and districts can use to propel students to higher 

achievement.  These tests results should not be used to measure the effectiveness of any school.  

When something new is implemented, there will usually be an implementation dip.   
 

Unfortunately, test results for individual schools are not available.  Once received, we will be 
able to see the areas of strengths and weaknesses.  Our teachers and administrators worked hard 
preparing the students for the assessments.   We thank them for their  efforts.  We know there is 
more work to do.  Initially, I believe about 38 – 42 states adopted the common core standards.  
Currently, many states have opted out of using the common core standards and administering  
the PARCC assessments.  There are 7 states still using the common core standards.  Illinois is 
one of those states.  This spring, the Illinois State Board of Education is also looking to  
administer an assessment for the New Generation of Science Standards. 
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From the Desk of Dr. Jerry Jordan 
Superintendent of Schools Continued 

Curriculum 
District 150 is piloting new reading and math textbook series that are aligned to the common core standards.  If we    
find that the series enhances our efforts to adequately teach to the common core standards and prepare the students      
for PARCC, we will look to adopt and purchase both series for grades K – 8, next school year. 
 

Vision 20/20 
Vision 20/20 is a blueprint for public education created by educators that has been presented to the state legislature    

and school boards for adoption and support.  It is gaining traction with the legislators in Springfield.  It has four pillars: 

1) 21st Century Learning; 2) Highly Effective Educators; 3) Shared Accountability; and 4) Equitable and Adequate 

Funding.  The goal of Vision 20/20 is to fulfill the promise of public education.  It is our responsibility as public        

educators to reflect upon  the current state of education in Illinois and take action to create an education system that 

meets the needs of all children.  You can visit the website at illinoisvision2020.org. 

 

 

 
 

 
As parents, we know that children must be healthy and feel well to concentrate on learning. When we send our          
children to school, it is important that their health needs are met.  In District 150, the school nurse promotes and      
maintains optimal student health by: 
 *  Providing first aid and arranging for assessment and assistance to children who become ill or injured at  
     school or is demonstrating a significant change in behavior due to a physical or social/emotional change; 
 *  Conducting height, weight, vision and hearing screenings; 
 *  Educating the school staff about health matters that affect students;  
 *  Serving as a resource for teachers 
 *  Working closely with the Office of Specialized Services to address a child’s physical health needs. 
 

Mumps Cases 
Seventeen mumps cases have been identified in students from the University of Illinois at Champaign with onsets  
from early April to late May, including three laboratory confirmed cases. Symptoms include myalgia (muscle pain),  
anorexia (poor appetite), malaise (discomfort), headache, and low-grade fever. Parotitis (swollen salivary glands) is  
the most common manifestation which may be unilateral or bilateral (on one or both sides). Parotitis tends to occur  
within the first 2 days and may first be noted as earache and tenderness on palpation (touching) of the jaw. Symptoms 
tend to decrease after 1 week and usually resolve after 10 days. Mode of transmission is through respiratory droplets  
and by  direct contact with nasopharyngeal secretions. Period of communicability is typically 2 days before until 5    
days after parotid swelling. Receiving the mumps vaccine is the most effective way in preventing the disease.             
Although District 150 has not had any confirmed cases of mumps, you are strongly encouraged to follow the               
recommended measures and strive to be virus free. 
 

Personal Hygiene 
Good personal hygiene is also highly recommended. Measures for good hygiene include the following: 
 *  Wash hands often with soap and water for 20 seconds;  
 *  Wash hands before eating, after toileting and when wiping a runny nose; 
 *  Cover mouth when coughing; 
 *  Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands; 
 *  Avoid kissing, hugging and sharing cups or eating utensils with people; 
 *  Disinfect frequently touched surfaces, such as desks and doorknobs, especially if someone is sick;  
 *  Stay home when feeling sick and obtain consultation from your health-care provider. 
 

Vaccinations 
Beginning this fall, a meningococcal conjugate vaccination (MCV) will be required for all students entering grades 
six & twelve.  Sixth graders must show proof of one dose and twelfth graders must show proof of receiving two  
doses.  In addition, any child entering Kindergarten, sixth grade or ninth grade for the first time must show proof  
of having received two doses of varicella (chicken pox) vaccine.  

 

From the Desk of Bernadette Lawrence 
School Nurse 
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From the Desk of Bernadette Lawrence 
School Nurse Continued 
Religious Exemption 
On August 3, 2015, Public Act 099-0249 was enacted that changes the process for parents or legal guardians seeking  
a religious exemption to any required immunizations or examinations for their children. The new law requires that  
parents or legal guardians who object on religious grounds must complete a Certificate of Religious Exemption,  
which must also be signed by the physician, advanced practice nurse or physician assistant responsible for performing 
the student examination. The healthcare provider’s signature on this new form attests to informing the parent or legal 
guardian of the benefits of immunization and the health risks of not vaccinating the student. The certificate also requires 
the parent or guardian’s signature to attest to understanding that their child may be excluded from school in the case of a 
vaccine-preventable disease outbreak or exposure. 
 
Flu Shots 
The Illinois State Board of Education is encouraging parents to have their children vaccinated against the     
Influenza viruses. Vaccinations are the most effective way of protecting your child and classmates from this 
potentially serious disease.  
 
Medication In School 
In accordance with state and district policy, all medications dispensed in school, including over-the-counter medicine 
must have written authorization from both the parent and physician. If your child has medicine he/she should take in 
school, please contact the nurse’s office to obtain the proper forms.  
 
Nutrition 
Please make sure your child has a well-balanced breakfast and lunch each day. Students perform better in school when 
fed properly. 
 
Dental Examination 

Please be advised that School House Dental Services will again be providing dental examinations, teeth  
cleanings, fluoride applications and fillings for all students (K-8) at no charge. Dates for school dental visits 
are forthcoming. As the school nurse, I strongly encourage you to take advantage of this free dental service 
for your children.  
 
 

Immunizations  
Illinois Department of Public Health offers additional immunization information on its website. There is also the Illinois 
Help Me Grow helpline at 1-800-323-GROW (voice and TTY) for additional immunization information. For parents 
who may not be able to afford immunizations, the Vaccines for Children program provides vaccines at no cost to  
children from low-income families. For additional information, call (312) 746-6050 or (217) 785-1455.  
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This year our theme is Hands-On / Minds-On Teaching and Learning. We strive to effectively implement 
statewide initiatives and standards to help prepare our students for college and careers.  The clear, consistent 
and higher expectations of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) have changed the way teachers engage 
and challenge students.  In District 150 we embed instruction that focuses on concept mastery, critical  
thinking and real-world application. We look forward to incorporating more STEM activities into our  
instructional environment and are providing resources and training for exposure and implementation.  We 
have also increased our technology resources to include additional computer labs, iPads and Chromebooks.  
These increased technical resources provide additional avenues for students to access variety of curriculums  
that our students use. Be encouraged to visit the Curriculum and Technology webpage on our District website 
(www.sd150.org) to learn more about the variety of instructional programs we offer our students. 
 

 
We know families and community members are looking forward 
to seeing the new PARCC scores from our State-wide testing.  We 
are still waiting to receive our District scores from the State. 
Please note that the 2015 PARCC results will be the initial results 
used to form the baseline.  Therefore, the percent of students who 
demonstrate proficiency is likely lower than the percentage of  
student proficient on previous tests.  ISBE (Illinois State Board of 
Education) has developed a PARCC informational website that 
provides a number of materials, including FAQs, talking points, 
and fact sheets to inform the educational community and parents. 

PARCC updates and information can be accessed through ISBE’s PARCC Place website (http://
www.isbe.net/parcc-place/). Be sure to visit PARCC Place and check out the online parent and student  
resources.  
 

All tested students in District 150 completed PARCC testing online during the 2014-2015 school year and 
will continue with the online method for this year.  Our increased technology affords us the opportunity to 
have a more conducive testing schedule and provides students greater access for learning and preparation. 
We are committed to prepare and grow our students with aligned assessments, curricula, standards and  
quality teaching and learning practices. 
 

Parents, by logging into Renaissance Home Connect Learning, you will be able to access your child’s  
information by entering your child’s username and password information. You can find the Renaissance  
Parent link on our District home website page under the links tab. Additionally, to help support and further 
your child's education, Renaissance has a Parent website with several innovative tools that will make learning 
more enjoyable for both you and your child(ren). You can visit https://www.renaissance.com/Resources/
Parents. 
  
Parents and community members, thank you for your continued support throughout the year as we provide 
instruction and innovative activities to shape our future leaders.   
 

"If we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday’s, we rob them of tomorrow.”       
 ~John Dewey 
 

From the Desk of Tiffany Webb 
Assis tant  Super intendent  for  Cur r iculum and Techno logy  
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From the Desk of Dr. Denise Julius 
Assistant Superintendent of Specialized Services 

Fall 2015 Issue 

Welcome to a new school year at South Holland School District 150! The Office of Specialized Services 
Team looks forward to a year of collaboration and teamwork between our staff members, you and your 
child.  Parents are an integral part in the educational process and we appreciate your insight and input as   

we work together.  Our school district has a proud history of academic excellence and community spirit, and it is this 
pride that will help drive us to reach many new goals and implement new initiatives within the district.   
 

ExceleRate Illinois 
On June 26, 2015, Greenwood Elementary School Early Childhood Program met the eligibility 
requirements for the ExceleRate Illinois Gold Circle of Quality.  ExceleRate Illinois is our 
state’s quality rating and improvement system for early learning and development programs. 
Our program demonstrates South Holland Elementary School District 150’s commitment to    
provide quality early childhood education to children in our district. ExceleRate Illinois uses     
a common set of standards that unifies all state early learning programs across multiple  
delivery setting and supports programs that integrate and sustain best practices.  
 

Special Education 
Our special education programs support the student by providing specially designed instruction and related services  
to students with disabilities.  This allows students to develop college and career readiness skills, and achieve the same  
overall foundation for success as students in general education.  The department provides professional development     
for district support personnel in areas of state mandated training, best practices for instruction and specific areas of     
disabilities.  All students receiving special education services are required to have an Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP) specifically outlining the extent, duration, and intensity of services.  IEPs are written and reviewed annually.   
 

Preschool for All Program 
Children 3-5 years-of-age may attend District 150’s preschool program. This program, provided 
through a grant from the Illinois State Board of Education, will serve children who demonstrate    
a delay in one or more areas of development including cognitive, social emotional, speech and 
language, or  physical.  Children must also have identified risk factors that may impact academic 
success.  Children may be served in the program based on federal income guidelines.  Children  
are eligible for placement upon determination at the screening.  Children must be 3 years of age   
as of  September 1st of the current year to be eligible to enroll.  Children may be eligible to      
receive single or multiple resource level services as identified on an Individualized Education  
Program (IEP).  Services may include:  physical therapy, occupational therapy, vision  services, 
hearing services, social work services, or speech therapy.   
 

In addition to the Preschool for All Program, District 150 provides an early childhood program which is a more  
intensive instructional program. Identified students are assigned to a specialized classroom 5 days per week which  
provides focused instruction in developmental appropriate domains.  It is the goal of the early childhood program to  
provide opportunities for the children to transition out of the specialized classroom and participate with regular  
education peers once it is deemed beneficial by the educational team.  Children may be transitioned out of the  
self-contained  program fully once their needs no longer require specialized services. 
 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act is a federal law designed to protect the rights of individuals  
with disabilities in programs and activities that receive federal funding from the U.S. Department  
of Education.  We provide a free and appropriate education for students who are eligible for a 504  
plan by individually designing accommodations/modifications and or services to meet their educational 
needs in the same manner as their non-disabled peers. It is important to note, that students with a  
section 504 plan are considered general education students. 
 

In order to be eligible for services under a section 504 plan, a student must have a mental or physical impairment that 
substantially limits one or more major life functions.  A mental or physical disability includes but is not limited to: 
ADHD, anxiety, allergies, asthma, blind, deaf, autism, diabetes, dyslexia, cerebral palsy, hearing impairment, visual   
impairment, depression, bipolar, HIV/AIDS, learning disability, and an emotional disability. A major life function     
includes but is not limited to: caring for self, performing manual tasks, seeing, hearing, eating, sleeping, walking,    
standing, lifting, bending, speaking, learning, reading, concentrating, thinking, communicating, working, and body   
functioning. 
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From the Desk of William Kolloway 
Greenwood Elementary School Principal 

Fall 2015 Issue 

         Every new school year starts with excitement and optimism of what’s to  
         come. This year is no different. Greenwood has added some wonderful  
         educators to our family and made a few staff adjustments. We welcome Ms. Dacio, 3rd grade,                
Ms. Gannuscio, 1st grade, Mrs. Cunningham, 2nd grade, Mrs. Pringle, Pre K, and Ms. Perkins our Dean of  Students.  
In addition, we strategically moved some of our staff to new assignments. Mrs. Cicicora is now in kindergarten,  
Mrs. Ryskamp is with 1st grade, and Ms. Rourke is our reading specialist. 
 

There are two main themes being stressed throughout this school year. The first is approaching everyday with  
confidence – pride – respect. We want our students to be confident in their abilities, take pride in their work, and    
decisions they make, but most of all be respectful to their classmates, teachers, and others. The second theme is  
“Failure is not an option”. We’re encouraging students to give their best effort on all academic endeavors. The    
Greenwood staff believe if students try extremely hard, ask for help, and take advantage of additional support,  
failing will not be an option! 
 

Working through our rigorous curriculum is challenging. We’ve introduced our 
new reading program, Journeys.  All grades levels are utilizing the  
Engaged New York math program, as well as participating in the South   
Cook Math Initiative. We have students working with technology in our  
labs twice a week. In addition, we have our students participating in a  
marvelous music program and a very active physical education environment. 
Every Greenwood teacher has matched his/her lesson development with the 
Common Core Standards. We are working hard making sure our students are 
college and career ready. 
 

Home and school communication is a primary requirement of all the Greenwood staff. Greenwood teachers have    
organized communication tools such as class newsletters, Power School, and other forms of social media. Ms. Perkins 
and I will be posting a monthly newsletter on the school website. Students will be coming home with various memos  
or special notes regarding upcoming events/activities. You can always find a listing of monthly activities on the  
Greenwood home page. We firmly support the notion that Greenwood is a school you can believe in. We count on  
your help to get your child to school on time, assist with completing homework, and staying involved.  
 

Some of the special programs that involve our students are Student of the Month, Quarter Recognition Day, Ladies 
Club, Hispanic Heritage Celebration, Black History Celebration, Holiday Celebrations, Annual Spelling Bee, Spring 
Musical for Recorders, and our Annual Field Day. We’re also excited about our family programs, Family Reading 
Night, Family Math Night, Stories – Songs and Sing-a-Long, Family Night of Caroling, and our fantastic Little King 
and Queen Dance. 
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From the Desk of Jerome Ferrell, Jr. 
McKinley School Principal 

Our first full month of school has zipped past us! Yet, it was filled  
with powerful lessons and impactful learning. I am excited to express  
a great deal of gratitude for this opportunity to work with such amazing scholars.                       

As I shared during orientation, it is extremely important for me to see that our students receive a dynamic    
education with successful learning experiences. Our school is on the cutting edge of education with our  
Star assessments for progress monitoring, Robotics program, and our intensely engaging curriculum.   
 

Our endeavor this year is to focus on these three areas: communication, student achievement and effective  
use of our district website. 

 *  Communication:  Expect a monthly newsletter with current events, highlights from staff and students,       
     and important dates to remember for special events and activities. 
 *  Student Achievement:  Our goal is to increase the number of students that meet and exceed on  
     the PARCC at each grade level.  As soon as we receive our results from PARCC, we will distribute  
          the student reports to you. Also, we have concluded the beginning of the year Star assessment.  Your    
          child’s Star Reading and Math report will be given to you during Parent/Teacher Conferences on                    

 October 29th  and 30th. 
 *  Effective Use of our District Website:  A host of programs that will help increase your child’s  
  learning  are made available through our website by logging onto: www.sd150.org. Scroll to links  
  and then select from one of the following programs; Everyday Math, Holt McDougal Online, Think 

 Central or IXL to name a few. Parents can access these researched based programs to help students  
  at home. 

 

O-Wing Engineering Project 
Students from Ms. Staley’s 7th grade science classes were assigned the task of creating an O-wing airplane  
for a make believe company that would be used to transport a paperclip to the next cubicle. Students made  
the same prototype. The objective was to create an O-wing that would transport the paperclip the farthest.  

Writers:  
Diana Carbajal, Michael Somerville  

& Isaiah Bowen  

Designers: 
Glorious Winston, Tommie Dade  

& James Allen  Testers:  
Michael Somerville, Isaiah Bowen  

& Diana Carbajal  

Sixth grade student, Precious Ike, attended the Junior National Young 
Leaders Conference this summer in Washington D.C.  She was a great 
contributor to the Duncan Young, CEO Envision Program.   
 

Precious was awarded this opportunity because of her excellent character 
and her 3.67 GPA.  
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District Calendar for the Remainder of the 2015-2016 School Year 

Wednesday                   November 11          NO SCHOOL - VETERANS DAY 

Monday                          November 16     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Wednesday                   November 25          NO SCHOOL  

Thursday           November 26          Holiday – THANKSGIVING DAY (No School)  

Friday                         November 27          NO SCHOOL  

Monday                          December 21        SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Wednesday-Tuesday          Dec 23 – Jan 5        WINTER BREAK (No School)  

Wednesday                   January 13     SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT  

        Early Dismissal 12:00 NOON  

Wednesday                     January 13     End of 2nd Quarter 

Monday                         January 18          Holiday – DR. MARTIN L. KING’S  

        BIRTHDAY (No School)  

Friday                         January 22     Report Card Distribution  

Monday                         January 25     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Friday                       January 29    INSTITUTE DAY - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

Monday                       February 1    INSTITUTE DAY - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

Wednesday                  February 10     SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT  

        Early Dismissal 12:00 NOON  

Monday                        February 15     Holiday – PRESIDENT’S DAY (No School)  

Monday                        February 22     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Friday                        March 4      NO SCHOOL  

Monday                        March 7            Holiday – CASMIR PULASKI DAY (No School)  

Monday                        March 21                 SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Wednesday                   March 23                 End of 3rd Quarter 

Friday                  March 25    Holiday—GOOD FRIDAY (No School)  

Monday – Friday      March 28-April 1     SPRING BREAK – No School  

Thursday               April 14      SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT  

Thursday                            April 14      Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00 pm – 8:00 pm  

Thursday - Friday   April 14 - 15       Report Card Distribution  

Friday                April 15     Parent/Teacher Conferences 8:50 am - 12:00 pm 

Monday                  April 18      SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Thursday                   May 11      SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT  

        Early Dismissal 12:00 NOON 

Monday                   May 16     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Monday                    May 30     Holiday – MEMORIAL DAY (No School)  

Tuesday                    May 31     Report Card Distribution  

Tuesday                May 31     Last Day of School – Full day attendance  

        (provided no emergency days are  

        used to close schools)  

Monday   June 20     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM  


